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Correspondence
A tribute to Lotfi Zadeh on his 90th birthdayI met Professor Zadeh for the first time in his office in
1986 when I went there to talk with him about my research
on Uncertainty Management in Artificial Intelligence. This was
only a few months after I started my work at the NASA Ames
Research Center. Dr. Henry Lum, who hired me to work in
his branch, was interested in bringing Artificial Intelligence
to NASA, and it is an honor for me that Professor Zadeh has
remained a close friend since then. Over the years at NASA
Ames, I have invited Lotfi to give lectures at our division
and, for many years, our group at NASA Ames has supported
his research. Because of his visionary view on issues, he
has collected a large group of people in disagreement with
him; a famous one being Peter Cheeseman, who happened to
be my colleague at NASA Ames. Peter only believed in the
Bayesian Probabilistic approach and nothing else. I remember
spending many hours discussing other approaches with him,
like Dempster Shafer Evidential Reasoning or Fuzzy Logic or
Neural Networks, but nothing would change his mind. So there
I was, a fresh Ph.D. out of school, but needing to fight with Peter
Cheeseman, who was already a recognized name in AI. Thank
God that Lotfi was there to act as my mentor, with all his late
hour phone calls and discussions. Later, I was able to apply my
ideas to a practical NASA problem [1].
Early on in my research, I discovered Reinforcement Learn-
ing. Lotfi encouraged me, and that is why the theory of Fuzzy
Reinforcement Learning [2–6] exists today. His Ph.D. students
used to come to NASA Ames to work with me on those topics,
and many of my papers have been jointly written with them.
In conclusion, I wish Lotfi and his dearwife, Fay,many,many
good years ahead. His critical role in the expansion of the Com-
putational Intelligence field is very essential. It is indeed a great
pleasure and an honor forme to have been his friend for the last
24 years.
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